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Please pray with us for these exciting things: 
 

- New Tribes Mission of Canada is, yes you heard right…changing its name… and we need your prayers to make this transition 
effectively, as we seek to honor the Lord, our rich history, and our partners, while positioning ourselves for the future and those we 
seek to reach with the Gospel!  (see explanation on second page) 
 
- Our ministry called First Story – a church planting partnership with NCEM to the First Nations, is moving forward well and we are 
praying for teams to be started in new areas of northern Canada. Check out our website that is under development and please sign 
up to stay informed and to pray: www.firststoryministries.ca 
 
- Our missionary training centre in Durham is full and we need to expand housing and classrooms. Pray for us as we trust the Lord to 
direct in this and praise Him that we are seeing such a large student body who are giving their lives to reach the most unreached. 
Learn more about our training called Emanate: www.emanatetraining.ca 
 
- Martin is enjoying working with some of our NTM international partners helping to develop a number of new initiatives:  
 

- New Tribes Mission Aviation in the US has asked for help in planning a number of large upcoming aviation events 
- We are seeking to support our national partners around the world more effectively and thank the Lord that through the support   

     of Canadian partners, we have already been able to send funds to help the training centres in Africa, Colombia, 
     Philippines and Indonesia 

- We are working to develop a cross cultural and worldview seminar that we can use to equip   
     churches here in Canada to reach out effectively to the nations that are coming to us 

- Martin will be meeting with other NTM mobilizers from across the US and Canada next week at our NTM Bible school in 
Michigan, to encourage more synergy and to learn from each other. Learn more about our two Bible schools at http://ntbi.org/ 

- We are getting ready for another tour with Gracia Burnham across eastern Canada. Pray for us and our schedule here 
www.go.ntm.org/gracia as we are finding these trips incredibly effective to raise greater awareness of NTM and the needs of 
unreached people groups! (The picture above is of Martin speaking in Vancouver at one of these events)  

------------------------------------------------ 
 
On the family side of life: Carly is enjoying a nursing coop this semester and its clear from 
her teacher and staff at the home that God has gifted her with a loving heart to care for those 
who are elderly. She is loving it! 
Cassandra has decided to pursue her career as PSW and thoroughly enjoys making a 
difference in the lives of those with special needs. Both girls seem to have inherited this 
loving and compassionate spirit from their mother. 
Cody is working hard in construction but feels that this is not the direction he wants for the 
“rest of his life”. Please pray for him as he is beginning to think about going to college but not 
sure what direction to take yet. ( And pray also for his mum and sisters who don’t appreciate 
his new pet python like Cody and I do…) ☺ 
Tammy is finding some neat opportunities to show Christ’s love at the Optometrist where she 
works and we are grateful for the flexibility there, that enables Tammy to still travel and 
minister some with me as well. 

 
 

 

 

Cody’s new pet :) 
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Name change coming for NTM Canada as we position ourselves  
to reach a changing world: 

 
The name New Tribes Mission has served us well for many years. But after input from field leaders around the world, we 
have found that the words in our name are actually hindering us in ministry to various degrees. Desirous of staying 
relevant to the changing contexts in a changing world and positioning ourselves with great care and sensitivity, we have 
concluded that we must change our name. 
 
From its inception, the vision of New Tribes Mission has been to take the gospel to the people groups of the world who 
have yet to hear it. Our mission has been to go to “New Tribes” (that is, tribes who are “new” to the gospel), learn their 
language, translate the scriptures, teach God’s Word and see a functioning local church established among them.  
 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of New Tribes Mission and we are excited to leverage this moment in our rich history 
to better position ourselves for the future, while affirming NTM’s historical purpose and foundations.  NTM has a rich 
history, laid by much sacrifice and we are committed to protecting these “moorings.” 
 
What precisely are the issues that have led to a name change? 
 
In short, the word “New” is no longer relevant to our organization or many of the people groups we are reaching. The word 
“Tribes” can be seen as demeaning, stereotypical and even offensive in some cultures and context where we are working. 
It can even draw extra unwanted scrutiny from those governments that are wanting to keep the tribes in their countries 
from outside influence. And the word “Mission” immediately raises a red flag in regions of the world that want to keep 
Christian influence out and is increasingly becoming a hindrance in places where we are seeking to minister.  
 
New Name, Same Vision 
 
Our founders had a vision for reaching the world: “By unflinching determination we hazard our lives and gamble all for 
Christ until we have reached the last tribe regardless of where that tribe might be.” (Brown Gold magazine, Issue 1, May 
1943) 
 
The focus and vision of our founders was razor sharp and far-reaching. It was a 
vision that spoke of God’s heart for the world. Truly this is a vision that demands 
our passion and it remains unchanged! 
 
We are committed to continuing our efforts among remote, isolated people groups 
— and the need in that context is astounding. However, 80% of the unreached 
peoples in the world today live in contexts that look very different from our 
founding works.  Positioning so we can reach these people doesn’t represent a 
shift in NTM’s purpose, but it does challenge us to consider how we identify 
ourselves and serve in these changing contexts.  We are trusting God to use the 
lessons He has taught us in 75 years of ministry to serve even more effectively in 
these areas. 

 
(Please pray with us as we desire to make this transition well and you can imagine 
the work and the cost required…from reprinting of materials, to websites etc. etc. 

Further information and the BIG name reveal will be coming soon! :)  

 
Love, Martin, Tammy, Cassandra Cody and Carly 
 
PS. Please pray with us for the Lord’s provision as one of the greatest costs we have is Martin’s travel which we have to 
fund primarily ourselves. The Lord has been so faithful but we value your continued prayers and support with this. 
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 Vintage poster from NTM's early days that I 
can remember seeing even as a child 


